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Justice Admits Erl*6r i 
In Shaw-Bertrand Tie 








By George Lardner Jr. 

Washinffton Post Staff . Writer 

The Department of Justice' 
acknowledged yesterday that 
it goofed in ever suggesting 
that Clay Shaw was the myste- 
rious “Clay Bertrand" sought' 
after the assassination of Pres- 
ident Kennedy. 

Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark took responsibility for 
the snafu in a statement issued 
by a Department spokesman. 

Clark, the spokesman said, felt 
that justice would best be 
served by the embarrassing 
admission. 

Shaw, a 54-year-old New Or- 
leans businessman, has been 
accused by New Orleans Dis- 
trict Attorney Jim Garrison 
of plotting to kill the late 
President under the alias of 
“Clay Bertrand.” 

Shaw has vehemently de- 
nied any role in the convo- 
luted conspiracy that Garrison 
has alleged. He has also de- 
nied ever using “Clay Ber- 
trand” as an alias. 

The day after Shaw’s March 
1 arrest, however. Attorney 
General Clark told reporters 
in an impromptu news confer- 
ence on Capitol Hill that Shaw 
had been “checked out and 
cleared” by the FBI in the 
weeks following the assassina- 
tion in Dallas Nov. 22, 1963. 

For Shaw, the statement 
caused only trouble. The FBI 
never investigated anyone 
named Clay Shaw in 1963. It 
did check into allegations sur- 
rounding a “Clay Bertrand” — 
who was said to have sought 
legal help for Lee Harvey Os- 
wald, accused slayer, after the 
assassination — but decided, 
without ever finding “Ber- 
trand,” that they were without 
substance. 

For Clark to say that Shaw 
had been “checked out,” con- 
sequently, amounted to saying 
that Shaw was Bertrand. “We 
think it’s the same guy,” one 
Department official said oni 
March 2. < 

In recent weeks. Garrison 
has seized on this as proof of 
his claims. 

The Justice Department’s 
initial impression, however, ap- 
parently based on first-blush 
reports of informants in New 
Orleans after Shaw’s arrest, 
was repudiated by yesterday’s 
statement. It was issued after 
a May 24 request by Shaw’s at- 
torney, Edward F. Wegmann,j 
for “a public clarification.” 

“No evidence was found (in' 

‘ 1963) that Clay Shaw was eveR 
called ‘Clay Bertrand,’ th«| 
Justice spokesman said. [He 
added that the Departme;^ 


still has no .aiiideocn, to Indi- 
cate that he used such an 
alias.J 

“The Attorney General’s 
comment on March 2 that Mr. 
Shaw was involved in the in- 
vestigation,” the Department 
added, “was based on a brief- 
ing that morning. 

“The Attorney General has 
since determined that this was 
erroneous. Nothing arose (in 
1963) indicating a need to in- 
vestigate Mr. Shaw.”, . 
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On Friday March 17, Mr. Hornet of the Department of 
State raised a question concerning importation of the 
British game kit, in the series called "Jackdaws," deal- 
ing with the Kennedy assassination. He sent over one of 
these game kits, which is described in the annexed cable 
from the London Embassy, and told us that 500 of them, 
imported by Dial Press for distribution in the United States , 
are temporarily being held up by Customs in New York because 
of lack of a country of origin marking on the outer wrapper 
(which presxamably will be supplied by rubber stamp shortly) . 

Mr. Hornet's question was whether there is any legal 
basis for excluding the game from entering into the United 
States. He cited us to 15 U.S.C. 1125, a provision of the 
Trademark Act relating to misdescription of imported goods. 

He was particularly concerned with the use of a simulation 
of the Presidential Seal on the wrapper and an acknowledg- 
ment to "the United States Government departments which 
have assisted in the compilation" of the game kit (see 
paragraph 4 of the annexed cable) . 

After examining the game kit and the statutory pro- 
vision cited, Mr. Wozencraft and I concluded that it was 
uncertain whether the Government could successfully assert 
this provision of the Trademark Act. More fundamentally, 
we felt any attempt to bar importation of this game kit 
would be undesirable as a policy matter because: (1) even 
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if the attempt were temporarily successful (which is doubt- 
ful) , both the simulated seal and the acknowledgment could 
be easily changed in the next printing; (2) it would unduly 
dignify the game kit and probably aid it commercially by 
the publicity; (3) it might stir up further public concern 
about ''suppression of evidence" in connection with the 
assassination; and (4) it would make the Government appear 
to be a censor, and might raise First Amendment questions. 

It is to be noted that the simulation of the Presi- 
dential Seal (actually it is more a stylized representation 
of the central part of the Great Seal of the United States) 
has frequently been used on books and similar objects, 
(Statutory protection against some commercial uses of the 
Great Seal was enacted in the 89th Congress, but a similar 
bill for the Presidential Seal was not) The acknowledgment 
is somewhat misleading, but perhaps literally true in that 
many of the materials reproduced in the game kit are Warren 
Commission exhibits. 

Our conclusion that the Government should take no 
action was concurred in by Mr. Clark and Mr. Sanders 
after brief discussion with each of them. Mr. Sanders 
confirmed that neither the Customs Section of the Civil 
Division nor the Assistant Commissioner of Customs, with 
whom he had checked, knows of any basis for excluding the 
game. 


The game kit Mr, Hornet had sent us was returned to 
Mr. Paul McCarthy of the Office of the Assistant Com- 
missioner of Customs at his request, on Tuesday, March 21. 
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